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	And The Defense Wins 

DRI members Gary Pullin and Wendy Greve of Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan, Brown & Poe, PLLC in Charleston, West Virginia won a defense verdict in Kanawha County Circuit Court in June. The case evolved out of an incident wherein the plaintiff, John Slater, was arrested by the West Virginia State Police when his neighbor Adam Scott, also a West Virginia State Trooper home on leave from the military, made a complaint regarding Mr. Slater's reckless and threatening behavior. 

Later, Mr. Slater filed suit against Adam Scott and the WVSP for wrongful arrest, Fourth Amendment violations pursuant to 42 USC 1983, and West Virginia State law claims for negligence, assault, battery, malicious prosecution and intentional infliction of emotional distress. All of the plaintiff's claims, except the 1983 claims and the state law claim for intentional infliction of emotional distress, were dismissed via motions practice before trial. 

During trial, the plaintiff asked the jury to award $1 million for the alleged wrongs. After nine days of trial, ten witnesses, and then hours of deliberation, the jury returned a full defense verdict for all of the defendants. Attorneys Pullin and Greve dedicate a large portion of their practice to the defense of the West Virginia State Police and other police agencies. 



